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primary classification is on the basis of soil, as follows : trees preferring to grow
near water (in swamps and by running streams); trees preferring to grow in
moist soil (lowlands and meadows); trees preferring to grow in rich soil (for-
ests and thickets); trees preferring to grow in sandy or rocky soil (hillsides
and barrens); trees preferring to grow in light or dry soil (upland places,
meadows, and roadsides). The arrangement within these five sections is on
the basis of leaf characters. The illustrations in color are from originals
painted by Mrs. Rowan, and are both artistic and accurate. The pen-and-ink
sketches are not so well done, but they are very helpful in determinations.

In the technical description of trees, and in what may be styled the literary
appendix to each, the author is on safe ground ; but in the pages on * the
growth of trees " the statements become ancient in form, vague, and some-
times erroneous. The meaning can be caught by one familiar with the sub-
ject, but to the untrained the explanations do not explain.

HARRIET L. KEELER has also written a most attractive book on trees.*
It is designed to enable the amateur botanist and the general public to recog-
nize trees and so become interested in them. The book is straightforward
and matter-of-fact, and is calculated to develop a rational rather than a senti-
mental or literary interest in trees. The descri ptions are clear and s.imple,
blooming, general appearance, notable habits, uses, etc. The illustrations from
Photographs are as perfect as any we have seen, being exceptionally fine
€Xamples of photography and half-tone reproduction. Every detail stands
Out with the distinctness of the original specimens. The same high com-
fﬂendation cannot be given to the drawings and their reproduction, which are
' sharp contrast with the exquisite half tones. As in all such books, one finds
4 Vvenerable and profuse terminology, which has largely outlived its use-
fulness,

'l.’hese books can be commended to ‘the general public and to teachers
'ng for Suggestions of interesting material.—]J. M. C.

MINOR NOTICES.

P S 195, 196, and 197 of Engler and Prantl's Die n-atz'irlz'c}.zen
ﬂanszamz.h}” have recently appeared. The first contains the completion
iy >alviniacew and the Marsiliacee by R. Sadebeck and the beginning of
= Marattiacez by G. Bitter. Fascicles 196 and 197, a double number,
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